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THE SENATE |
NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE, 1997
STATE OF HAWAI

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO ELECTRIC VEHICLES.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAIL:
1 SECTION 1. The législature finds that the sState relisa
2 primarily on the consumption of imported oil to satisfy its
3 energy needs. The legislature further finds that bacause oo 11 is
4a limited resource, the State must develep and implcmnnt'
8 mschanismz to reduce the consumption of oil and other pstroleum-
6 rasaed products in Hewali.
\— 7 T':he legislature further finda that the residents of the
8 Stata consume a large Quantity of gasoline for motor vehicle ugs.
9 According tc recent statistics, thers Ers over nine hundred
10 thousand registerad moter vehicles on Hawaii‘s roads and
11 highways. Becauzs of thia, Hawali’'s drivers consumed over three
12 hundred seventy-five millien gallons of gasoline in 1330.
13 One pcsaible mechanism of reducing the consumption of
ldpetroleun products is to promete the use.of newer technologies in
18 sveryday Life. The legislature recognizes that many advances
16 have al:eady meen made in the field of transportation. The
17 emezrgence of alternatives to fossil- fusled vehicles has the

18 potencial to significantly reduce our dapendency on patroleum-

19 based products. o o
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1 The purpose of this Act i3 to:
2 (1) Improve the transportation of people and goods through
k) the expanded use of electric vehicles by undertaking a
4 program of financial and regulatery incantives designed
5 to promota the purchase or lease of guch vehlclas;
é {2) Obzain the beneZits to the state econemy of legsened
) depandenca on importad petroleum preducts through
8 greater reliance on vehicles that utilize demestically~-
9 produced electricity as a source of energy; 2nd
10 (3) Preserve and enhancs air quallty by encouraging the
11 widespread use of vehicles that are emigsions-free in
N 12 operation.
13 SECTION 2. It is the policy of the State to support tha
14 development and widespread consumer acceptance ¢! electric
1Svahicles within the Stata, 7This poliey is intended o accelerate
16 the use of a substantial number of slectric vehiclez in the state
17to attein significant reductions in air pollution, improve energy
18 efficiency in transportation, and reduce the State’'s dependence
19 on imported oil or petroleum products. Exempting electric
20 vehicles from various ragulrsments applicable to cenventional,
21 intermal combustion engina-powared vahicles may encourage
22 operators to chocse electric vehicles.
23 SECTION 3. Thae department of transportation shall:
N
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1 (1) Establish and edopt rules pursuant to chapter 51,
i Hawail Revised Statutes, for the reglstration of an
3 electric vahicle in this Stata; and
4 (2) Establish and issue a spacial license plate to
5 dasignate that the vehicla to which the license plats
6 is affixed is an electric vehiecls,
) SECTION 4. An electric vahlcle en which a license plate
8 dascribed in section 23 leg affixed shall be exampt from:
5 {1) The payment cf parking fees, including those callectad
10 through parking meters, charged by any governmental
11 authority, otheér than a branch of tha federal
. ’12 government, whan being operated in this State: and
13 (2) ¥igh occupancy vehicle rastricticns or other traffic
14 - control measures,
15 - SECTION Si For a period of five years from the effectiva
l6date of this Act, the motor vehiole registration fees and other
17 faag, if any, assessed upon or associateé with ths :agistraticﬁ
18of an electric vehicle in thls Stats, including any fees
19 associatad with the iasuance of a licensge plate dascribed in
20 section 3, shall be waived; provided that the departmant of
21 transportation shall raview the {ncentive program every twc years
32 to determina the proper lsvel of incentives for continuation of
23 the program.
N
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1 SECTION 6. This Act shall take efZact on July 1, 1997.
AFPASVED BY THR
GOVEHOR ON
JUN 2 11987
N
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