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1.5 MW Ground Mounted PV System1.5 MW Ground Mounted PV System

• SEP ARRA Awarded Amount ‐‐$9 MillionSEP ARRA Awarded Amount  $9 Million

• Sub‐recipient – American Samoa Power 
Authority (ASPA)Authority (ASPA) 

Before Construction



BackgroundBackground

• ASPA and TEO signed an MOU in February of 2010 for the construction of 
a 1 MW PV system.

• March of 2011 ASPA put out an RFP for the 1 MW ground mount system

• May of 2011 ASPA awarded the contract to SunWIze from California.y

• October of 2011, TEO inspected the shipment of the PV panels made by 
SunWize and ASPA.

• The Samsung Panels that were ordered were made in Korea thereforeThe Samsung Panels that were ordered were made in Korea therefore, 
made in America non compliant.

• ASPA and TEO worked on obtaining a Buy American waiver from the US 
DOEDOE.

• Compromise……



SuccessSuccess

•Buy American Product
From Samsung PV Panels to Sharp Panels



Increased Size 1MW ‐1.5MWIncreased Size 1MW  1.5MW

• Between 2010 and 2011 the price of the all PV Panels had dropped 
significantly and therefore, an increase in production and size was the 
result.

• NEPA for a 1.5MW ground mount was obtained before the new Sharp 
Panels had arrived. 



Sharp PanelsSharp Panels

• Before the approval of NEPA from the DOEBefore the approval of NEPA from the DOE, 
the Sharp panel price dropped again and 
therefore ASPA and TEO were then able totherefore, ASPA and TEO were then able to 
purchase 1.8 MW.

• Issue original ground mount site was not• Issue‐ original ground mount site was not 
large enough to contain a1.8 MW ground 
mount system therefore an overflow site hadmount system, therefore, an overflow site had 
to be identified. 



Overflow SiteOverflow Site

• Once a site had been identified TEO had toOnce a site had been identified, TEO had to 
obtain NEPA clearance.

• Construction from SunWize and ASPA• Construction from SunWize and ASPA 
commenced before NEPA had formally 
approvedapproved.

• US DOE had made a decision to withhold all 
f d l f d f b i d d hfederal funds from being expended on the 
overflow site.



OutcomeOutcome

• TEO and the public obtained 5 MWmoreTEO and the public obtained .5 MW more 
than originally planned.

• US DOE suspension of funds from the• US DOE suspension of funds from the 
overflow site allows TEO to continue our 
mission to install more renewable energy onmission to install more renewable energy on 
island, and create new programs which will  
only strengthen our islands sustainabilityonly strengthen our islands sustainability.



1.8 MW PV Project



1.8 MW PV Project



1.8 MW PV Project
99% Completed99% Completed



Thank You & God Bless!

Fa’afetai tele lava!Fa afetai tele lava!


