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• 85-90% of our energy (and food) is imported* 
• 95% of our oil comes from foreign countries**  

 Vietnam, Indonesia, Thailand, Russian, China, New Guinea, Saudi Arabia,            
Middle East, Australia, South America, Canada, U.S. (AK, CA, WA)     

• Highest electricity costs in US … by far*** 
 ¢44.4/kWh – Lanai, ¢44.3/kWh – Molokai, ¢42.5/kWh – Hawaii                                  

¢41.5/kWh – Kauai, ¢36.7/kWh – Maui, ¢33/kWh – Oahu 
 ¢11-12/kWh – US Average (¢17.98/kWh – AK, ¢17.3/kWh – CT)  

• Highest gasoline costs in US … by far**** 
 $4.71/gal – Hawaii 
 $3.941/gal US Average ($4.34/gal – Alaska, $4.32/gal – California) 

 

 
 

 
 

* Highest food costs in US  … by far …for family of four - $1,038 (HI); $629/mo (US Average) – US Department of Agriculture, Cost of 
Food at Home, based on Thrifty Plan Food Costs (2012); representative healthful and minimal cost meal plan; assumes that all 
purchased food is consumed at home. 
** US Energy Information Administration, Crude Reports (2009)  
*** Hawaii Energy, KIUC (2012) 
****AAA Daily Fuel Gauge Report (March 2012) 



Updates 
• Permitting guidance 

– City & County of Honolulu: 2012/INT-1  
– Maui County: Procedure No. DSA 18.0 
– Kauai & Hawaii County: PV systems guidance 

• Continued collaboration 
• Legislative Session (2012) 

– Modify state tax credits for wind/solar/bioenergy 
• HB2417, SB2288, HB2262, SB2666 

– Prohibit PPAs if developer claims tax credit 
• SB2288, HB2121 

– Raise NEM capacity limit  
• HB2121 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Online Permitting 
• DBEDT Permitting Wizard  Under Development 
• DOH e-Permitting Portal  Under Development 
• Geographic Information System (GIS)  Under Development 

• DPP Online Building Permit(s) 
– Solar (single-family): new installation, replace panels, heat pump 
– Electrical (single-family): meter upgrade/replacement, rewiring, 

PV installation, Electric Vehicle (EV) charger installation  
– Plumbing (single-family): replacement of fixtures, new house/sink 

filter systems and/or new water softener system  
– Building (single-family): A/C installation (split type), new fence 

• Electronic finance/project development modeling 
– E.g., Clean Power Finance - connects investors w/solar 

marketers/installers/distributors, provides finance products 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Existing Project Permitting Website 
• http://energy.hawaii.gov/ 
• http://energy.hawaii.gov/developer-investor 
• http://energy.hawaii.gov/developer-

investor/renewable-energy-project-permitting-in-
the-state-of-hawaii 

http://wizard.hawaiicleanenergyinitiative.org/
http://wizard.hawaiicleanenergyinitiative.org/
http://wizard.hawaiicleanenergyinitiative.org/
http://wizard.hawaiicleanenergyinitiative.org/
http://wizard.hawaiicleanenergyinitiative.org/


Existing Project Permitting Website 



Guide to Renewable Energy Permits V. 2 



Permitting Wizard 
• Expected public release Spring/Summer 

2012 
• Online companion to “Guide to 

Renewable Energy Facility Permits in 
Hawaii” 
• http://wizard.hawaiicleanenergyinitiative.org/ 

http://wizard.hawaiicleanenergyinitiative.org/


































DOH e-Permitting Portal 
• Expected public release – Spring 2012 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Application Finder 



12 applications 
found in search 
involving “water” 

“Water” 



Application Information 

Application Step Indicator 



Project Type – Renewable Energy  







Mahalo 

Cameron Black 
Hawaii State Energy Office 
Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism 

cameron.b.black@dbedt.hawaii.gov 
(808) 587-9009 
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