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Permit Packet Includes: 

1. Process Overview 
2. Special Management Area Permit Application 
3. Instructions for completing application 
4. Zoning Permit Checklist 
5. Participant Guide to the SMA Process 

 
Note:  Special Management Area Rules and Regulations of the County of Kauai (as 
amended).  This document is not available on-line.  Request hard copy from the County 
Planning Department office. 
 
Approval or Permit Required: To request a use, activity or operation proposed within 

the special management area, as defined as a 
“development”, shall be subject to the review of the 
County of Kauai.  Pursuant to Chapter 205A, Hawaii 
Revised Statutes, as amended by Acts 176,188,200, and 
126. 

 
Contact Information: Kauai County Planning Department 
 4444 Rice Street, Suite 473 

Lihue, HI  96766 
 Phone: 808-241-4050 
 
Website:  
County of Kauai: http://www.kauai.gov/Kamaaina/tabid/36/Default.aspx 
Government / Planning Department / Zoning and Land Use Permits: 
http://www.kauai.gov/Government/Departments/PlanningDepartment/ZoningandLandUsePermits/Res
ourceDocuments/tabid/627/Default.aspx 
Go to Special Management Area Permit (downloadable) 
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Steps 
 

Time 

1. Complete and submit the “SMA Permit Application” (same as “Zoning 
Permit Application”) and the “Special Management Area Permit 
Assessment” application.  Verify that all information requested in the 
SMA Intake checklist and the Zoning Permit Checklist is completed and 
included as well. 

 

 
 

2. The Director shall assess the proposal.  The assessment determination 
may conclude that the filing is exempt, issue a minor permit or require a 
full review process requiring the submittal of an application and further 
public hearing. 

30 days from 
Step 1 

 
 

3. Applicant submits additional information as required by the Director and 
fee payment if applicable ($150). 

 

 
 

4. Director will notify the applicant by mail of application completeness.  

 
 

5. Public hearing is conducted. 60 days from 
Step 4 

 
 

6. The Authority shall accept, accept with modification, or reject the 
application. 

60 days from 
Step 5 

 
Total Time Period: 

 
150 days 

 
 
 
 

Fees 
 

Amount Maximum 

Application Fee (if not part of any other permit / 
public hearing process) 

 
$0 

 
$150 

Total Fees: $0  (minimum) $150 (maximum) 
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